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HOLY NATIVITY LUTHE]
CHURCH NEWSLETTI

June 2008
For Thought
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Today, Practice Kindness
2 Peter1:5-7: iMa ke every effort to show é. Ki ndn

Have you noticed that the busier you get the less you seem to show kindness to others? That's

because kindness is "the fruit of the Spirit,” not a product of the flesh (Galatians 5:22). Kind-

ness doesn't happen in a vacuum, or as the result of a good Sunday morning sermon. You

have to practice it. You have to do what Peter sa
Before William McKinley became President of the United States he was riding to his

congressional office one morning on a tram. A sick woman got on and, unable to find a seat,

clutched an overhead strap next to one of McKinley's political colleagues. Pathetically this

colleague hid behind his newspaper to avoid offering her his seat. Immediately McKinley rose,

gave her his seat and took her place in the aisle. Years later when he was President this same

colleague was recommended for the position of ambassador, but McKinley refused. He said,

"If his kindness is of the quality he showed that
morning on the tram, | fear what he might do
representing us in a foreign land." The
disappointed congressman never did learn
why McKinley chose someone else for the job.

What good are tireless efforts fuelled by
personal ambition, or a desire to serve that's
rooted in a need to control? Face it; without
kindness what good are all our titles,
traditions, testimonies and theology? If you
don't know the answer here it is: "If | had the
gift of prophecy and
future, knew everything about everything, but
di dn't | ove ot hers, 1w
Corinthians 13:2). So today, make up your
mind to practice kindness!

Devotion taken



http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/galatians/5/22
http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/1corinthians/13/2
http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/1corinthians/13/2

Worship opportunities

Mission of the month

JUNE 1

1% Lesson: Deuteronomy 11:18-21, 26-28
2"! Lesson: Romans 3:21-28
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 7:15-29

JUNE 8

1% Lesson: Hosea 5:15-6:6
2" | esson: Romans 4:13-25
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 9:9-13

JUNE 15

1% Lesson: Exodus 19:2-8
2" | esson: Romans 5:6-15
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 9:35-10:8

JUNE 22

1% Lesson: Jeremiah 20:7-13
2" Lesson: Romans 6:12-23
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 10:5a; 21-33

JUNE 29

1st Lesson: Jeremiah 28:5-9
2nd Lesson: Romans 7:1-13
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 10:34-42

Bethesda Home

Bet hesdads Mission is
people with intellectual and developmental
disabilities through services that share the good
news of Jesus Christ. Bethesda Home strives to
make Christ preeminent in all that is done; that
all people are inherently valuable to God and
deserve to be treated with dignity and respect.

People are empowered to realize their personal
goals through discovery, development and use
of their skills and talents through the innovative
learning resources used at the home. The staff
helps people to direct decisions that affect their
lives, positively impacting the communities that
they live in. Fun and fellowship in the work-
place are encouraged.

Sharing the love of Christ with children and
adults who have developmental disabilities is
the main focus of Bethesda's ministry. We also
provide resources to educate friends, families,
congregations and other service providers
about developmental disabilities.

NO ONE LEFT BEHIND!

YOU HAVE ACCESS

\\

TO GOD

ilhet's walk right up to Him and get

Hebrews 4:16

If you've been to an amusement park you know that it's designed to
transport you to another world. The goal of the entire experience is to
help you lose yourself in its joy and excitement. In prayer, we're
transported to another world. Now a theme park is all make-believe;
you have to leave it and come back to the real world. But there is no
make-believe with prayer. It takes us into the Heavenly realm where
Jesus is sitting at the right hand of God. It positions us to hear from
God.

Hear what? Hear God's voice applying His Word to our specific needs and circumstances. But let's
admit it, prayer can be hard work; it requires discipline. It's not as easy as running around having fun
at an amusement park. All of us know what it's like to get down on our knees with the best of
intentions, and either fall asleep, run out of things to say, or find our minds wandering after just a few

minutes.

"Prayer changes things," as the old saying goes, but it first has to change us:

to turn us from a

self- focus to a God-focus so we can understand and do His will. The writer to the Hebrews puts it
this way: "We don't have a priest who is out of touch with our reality. He's been through weakness
and testing, experienced it all - all but the sin. So let's walk right up to Him and get what He is so
ready to give. Take the mercy, accept the help" (Hebrews 4:14-16). Today you have access to God

through prayer. Use it!

w h


http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/hebrews/4/14/-/16

Breakfast Fund Raiser for
Jeremy Morse

Saturday June 7; 8:300 11:00 AM
Holy Nativity Lutheran Family Life Center

Free-Wi | | Love Donations wil/l be accepted on Jer
Jeremy Morse. Donations by check should be made payable to Jeremy Morse.

Please contact Karen Zorn for your Admission Ticket (for head-count purposes only in
preparation of this event) Karen Zorn: 410-379-0416 corykz6306@verizon.net

If you would like to help, please contact Karen Zorn or
if you candédt make it to the breakf
donations for Jeremy Morse will still be accepted.

Daily updates on Jeremy can be found at: www.caringbridge.org
And type in jeremymorse where it says to enter the website name.

Laghts the Way



ACHRI STI AN STEWARDSHI P I'S THE FREE AND JOY

ACTI VI TY OF THE CHI LD OF GOD I N GODG6S FANMN

THE CHURCH, I N MANAGI NG ALL OF LI FE AND L|
RESOURCES FOR GOD6S PURPOSESO

THE ATo OF STEWARDSHI P FOR MAY | S THANKFL
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love endures forever. (Psalm 136:1)

What makes us thankful? We have a good family, good health, a job we like, we are enjoying
retirement, we have | ots of Astuff .o TIBUBI Mm@y be so
importantly is the fact that we serve the one true God. We can be thankful that our Lord knows all our
circumstances and is able to help us in any situation. He loves us unconditionally. The Bible tells us

to Agive thanks is all circumstances, for this is C
5:18). This may be easy when everything is going well, but what about the bad times. God hears our

prayers because He is always with us. We can talk to Him at any time about our burdens and Jesus

is our advocate in all of our concerns. We can be thankful that God has empowered, enabled and

gifted us to serve Him through His Holy Spirit. We
us is the absolute best and He will accomplish it if we obey Him.

There are many ways we can express our thanks to God.

OurPrayersiiDo not be anxious about anyt
thing, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. #A(Philippians 4:6)

Give Thanks

To The OurSingingi i Speak to one another with ps
LOl’d spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, . .
.0 (Ephesians 5:19)

OurGivingiiEach man should give what he
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a

V4 cheerful giver.o (2 Corinthians 9:7
Our Friendship i We should be thankful for all our friends and how God uses us in their lives for His
glory. il thank my God every time | remember you. I
joy . . .0 “9YPhilippians 1:3
Our Daily Livesi iSo t hen, just as you received Christ Jesus

and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankful-
ness. o0 (Coffossians 2:6

Being thankful begins with the understanding of what it cost the Lord Jesus Christ to forgive your sins
and have a relationship with you. When you receive Him as your personal Savior, you surrender your
life to him. We have so much to be thankful for, so remember to worship God and give Him thanks in
every circumstance.

Your Stewardship Ministry Team

A Word from God

All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes

the proud but gives grace to the humble." Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's
mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because
he cares for you.

1 Peter 5:5-7




June 1-
June 2-

June 3-

June 4-
June 7-

June 8-

June 9-

June 12-

June 15-

June 16-

June 19-

June 20-

June 21-

June 22-
June 23-
June 24-

Daniel Garmon

Lawrence Krug Il
Charles Kokoski Sr.

Stephanie Bosworth
Kyla Casper

Kyle Casper

Justin Greenfield
Lee Maeser
Melissa Snyder

Braedon Russel

Joel Bohning
Mary Putschky

Julia Nau

Sarah Myers
Carrie Ketterman
Ariel Heward

Lindsay Stielper

Ashley Twohey
Judith McBee
Ruth Bishop

Mathew Bishop
Laura Hoffman

Joan Green
Amanda Flippo
Danielle Gunning

Paul Meseke Jr.
Alicia Towles

Thomas Wolfram Sr.
Nancy Schilling

Eda Greek
Joan Tregoe

Lloyd Geigley
Lisa Hresko

yal

June 26- Michael Happel

June 27- Laverne Kyne
Kimberly Ambrose

June 28- Kevin Vest

June 29- Paul Meseke
Domenick Chiacchio

June 30- John McCoy

Lawrence Marsh

ISISISISIIIY

Anniversaries

Nelson and Joan Netzer
June 7, 1952 - 56 Years!

Frederick and Margorie Timmel
June 28,1952 § 56 Years!

ond and Barbara Gehringer
June 11, 196006 48 Years!

XX



For Coffee and Non -Coffee Drinkers Alike:

Why is Coffee Served Every Week our Main Foyer?

The vision for serving coffee every week is to maintain an environment

that would be inviting, to members but especially for visitors.  The coffee
station can be used as a means for yo
to share a cup of coffee with you. |
loves to see happen: reaching out to each other, to discover that our

greatest need is to be there for each other. Just like Jesus did.

u
t 6

o

So whether you drink coffee or not, the coffee station can be implemented
as a ministry tool for reaching out.

Multi-Media Fund

In loving memory of His parents; MEMR]AL
Vincent (Pete) and Eleanor Bidgood l F‘Ts

By George V. Bidgood

© ©)

THANK YOU ELDERS

I would like to express my personal thanks and appreciation for the excellent job the
Elders have done in assisting with the Worship Services. They have made the loss of
Eric a lot easier for the Pastor and have been a blessing for the congregation. They
have also been a great help for Pastor Okai who has been filling in since Pastor
Behnkebds departure.

| would also like to thank them for their part in the Holy Thursday and Good Friday
services. The Holy Thursday Service was extremely interesting and educational and
the Good Friday service was very inspirational. Done entirely by the Elders, their
messages came from the heart and it was a very spiritual and reverent service.

When you see one of our Elders in church, please share with them your thoughts
about their presence in the Worship Services. They would appreciate hearing your
comments and are open to suggestions.

| also want to express my heartfelt thanks to Becky and Dave Bohning who have
been working fAbehind the scenesodo to keepl|thing
transition period. They have been a strong support to the Elders and congregation.

God bless you for your faithful service.
Shirley Heath

© ©




Praise Your Way Through

When they began to... praise, the Lord set ambushes against the people... who had come
against Judah. 2 Chronicles 20:22

There's no law that says praising God is reserved for church on Sunday. It can be a lifestyle: at work,
at school, at home, in the shower. Praise brings God's presence, along with His direct intervention.
The Psalmist said, "l will bless the Lord at all times: His praise shall continually be in my

mouth" (Psalm 34:1). Before David was a soldier or a king, he killed Goliath with a slingshot and a
stone. You don't need an army to defeat your giants, just a well-aimed Scripture backed up with a
shout of praise.

Praise is an expression of faith; it's a declaration that God's in control. Praise is not something you
engage in simply when you feel like it. The Bible says we're to "offer the sacrifice of praise to
God" (Hebrews 13:15). The more it costs, the more it pays off!

In the Old Testament when their enemies were
arrayed against Judah (which means praise),
Jehoshaphat their king sent the choir to the front
lines ahead of the army to praise God. What a
crazy strategy. But it worked! As they went forward
worshipping, "the Lord set ambushes against the
peopleé who had come against
were defeated (2 Chronicles 20:20-22). Anybody
can praise God when 'everything's comin' up
roses,' but learn to praise Him when you're in the
trenches and He'll defeat whatever's waging war
against you. A praise-filled environment stops
Satan dead in his tracks - because he knows that
God lives in that kind of atmosphere! (Psalm 22:3).

Those who have learned to acclaim You... walk
in... Your Psfam@dsl®Ence. 0

Prisons in Bible times were miserable places,

devoid of even the most basic creature comforts.

I't was in such a place that
singing praises to Godé [ whe
quake shook the jailé The do
chains fell from all the prisoners" (Acts 16:25-26).

And it can happen for you too. If you want to shake

things up, see doors open and chains break, begin to praise God 'in spite of'.

The secret to soaring above your circumstances is approaching God on the wings of praise. David

sai d, "Those who have | earned to acclaim [praise, a
Your pr es e nksam891il%).Pchise isq't simply a reaction to coming into God's presence; it

creates a channel through which He enters to go to work on your problem.

When you're down and depressed there's no incentive for your natural mind to praise God. Naturally,
you'd rather wallow in misery and feel sorry for yourself. But that's completely opposite to what you
should be doing! God is |l ooking for "those who ar eé
their very being" (John 4:23-24). It's not a matter of emotion; it's a matter of faith. It's not something
that comes naturally; it's something you choose to do. Whether you're in the wilderness or the
Promised Land, when you "rejoice, and sing praises" (Psalm 98:4) things start to happen; as your
praises go up, God's blessings come down. Nehemiah says, "The joy of the Lord is your
strength" (Nehemiah 8:10). Praise actually helps to heal your emotions and lift the weight of negativity
you're living under. Try it!
Taken from i Tdewtionsi neo d


http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/psalm/34/1
http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/hebrews/13/15
http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/2chronicles/20/20/-/22
http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/psalm/22/3
http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/acts/16/25/-/26
http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/psalm/89/15
http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/john/4/23/-/24
http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/psalm/98/4
http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/nehemiah/8/10

Book Club Summer Updates!

The book group plans for discussion of these books this summer!
You are always welcome to join in for one or for all! Check the
weekly bulletin notes, upcoming newsletters or call Linda Scherer
410-744-7421 for more information.

Gathering time is 7:30 p.m. on given Mondays. Locations vary.

June 30 - Snow Flower and the Secret Fan" by Lisa See

Meet at Linda Schererds house
July 28 - Fearfully and Wonderfully made by Paul Brand and

Philip Yancey Location to be announced

TBR”IS\I/_IFA To which group of people did Jesus express the most an-

{; ger and frustration towards?
M Read through the Gospels, you may be surprised!

What Are People Saying?

Members of Holy Nativity who have made service switches be-

cause of the service time changes have commented on the A WO RD
changes. Here are some of the comments that people were willing F RO M O U R
to share.

I've returned to the traditional service at Holy Nativity mainly due M E M B E RS

to the change in times. | much prefer attending church at the
earlier hour. Waiting until 10:45 leaves room for other things to -

crop up and detain me from attending a later service. | love the traditional service. There is some-
thing comforting in knowing the service almost by heart and remembering back to my when | attended
Holy Nativity each Sunday with my parents, brothers and sister. | do, however, miss the music of the
contemporary service. | am sure | will also be attending the contemporary service from time to time to
enjoy the music of our wonderful, gifted and talented Praise Team. 8 Becky Duvall

il used to attend the 11:15 service every week. Bec
morning by 8: 30, I have been attending the 10:45 se
casual, but al so mor & Lbretta Belichert |l really enjoy it.o
il wasnb6ét too happy that | wouldnét be able to atte
early for me. When | attended the 10:45 service | found people | knew there. | felt God needs us to

do what He wants us to do. And itds okay to come t
0 n ed. &larnel Belcher

il canét make it to the 8:30 worship service. I 't 6s
| i ke t hid BettgNetzérc e. 0

il usually go to the contemporary service, but have
that once | realized that the same God attended both services and that the worship was about God

and not about what | liked or wanted [ have been able to wobship reg:

Anonymous



