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HOLY NATIVITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH NEWSLETTER 

June 2009 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

ñThat I may . . . Become more deeply and intimately  

acquainted with Him.ò  Philippians 3:10 

 

In Genesis 2:25 we read, ñThe man and his wife were both na-

ked and were not ashamed.ò  Thatôs intimacy!  But the ultimate 

intimacy is not with your husband or wife; itôs with God!  And 

Paul didnôt just pray for it, he pursued it.  For my determined purpose is that I may know Him that I 

may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him, perceiving and recog-

nizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more clearly.  Can you say 

that?  Or do you sing His praises with a mind thatôs elsewhere?  Are you so critical that you sound 

like an unbeliever?  Paul would respond this way: ñMy aim is for that never to be true of me.  Iôll pur-

sue a relationship with God thatôs so close, He and I will walk together whatever comes.ò  That 

should be our goal too!  Our tendency is to get busier and busier.  As a result our walk with God 

stays shallow and our tank runs low.  Spiritual intimacy offers a full tank that can only be found by 

pulling up closer to God, which requires taking the time and effort to make it happen.   

 

Intimacy with God doesnôt take place overnight.  Your friends and family will misunderstand you.  

Your flesh will work against you.  Adverse circumstances will come to discourage you.  If it came 

easily everyone would be experiencing it.  No, the prize goes to those who can say along with Paul, 

ñFor my determined purpose is that I may know Him that I may progressively become more deeply 

and intimately acquainted with Him.ò 

The Vine       . 
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Worship opportunities  Mission of the month  
 
 

JUNE 7 
 

1st Lesson: Isaiah 6:1-8 
2nd Lesson:  Acts 2:14,22-36 
Gospel Lesson: John 3:1-17 

 

JUNE 14  
 

1st Lesson: Ezekiel 17:22-24 
2nd Lesson: 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 

Gospel Lesson: Mark 4:26-34 
 

JUNE 21 
 

1st Lesson: Job 38:1-11 
  2nd Lesson: 2Corinthians 6:1-13 

Gospel Lesson: Mark 4:35-41 
 

JUNE 28 
 

1st Lesson: Lamentations 3:22-33 
 2nd Lesson: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
Gospel Lesson: Mark 5:21-43 

 

 
= = = = = = = = 

 

Every Wednesday evening at 6:45 
 

Elder Led Worship Service  

 

Bethesda Home  
 

Bethesdaôs Mission is to enhance the lives of 
people with intellectual and developmental     
disabilities through services that share the good 
news of Jesus Christ. Bethesda Home strives to 
make Christ preeminent in all that is done; that 
all people are inherently valuable to God and 
deserve to be treated with dignity and respect.   
 

People are empowered to realize their personal 
goals through discovery, development and use 
of their skills and talents through the innovative 
learning resources used at the home.  The staff 
helps people to direct decisions that affect their 
lives, positively impacting the communities that 
they live in.  Fun and fellowship in the work-
place are encouraged. 
 

Sharing the love of Christ with children and 
adults who have developmental disabilities is 
the main focus of Bethesda's ministry. We also    
provide resources to educate friends, families, 
congregations and other service providers 
about developmental disabilities.  
 

NO ONE LEFT BEHIND 

Sin - bypassing the cross, declaring independence from God, and deciding to 

          meet legitimate needs in an unauthorized manner.   
 

      This is the nature of sin. It fails to see Godôs provision during hardship, it seeks 
          to place comfort ahead of suffering, and it declares independence from 
          Godôs kingly rule and reign. The problem with sin is that it always takes us  
          farther than we want to go, keeps us longer than we want to stay, and costs 
          us more than we wish to pay.  

Mission of the Month Proposals for 2009/2010  
To be voted upon on June 14th Votersô Meeting 

July -  Bethlehem Lutheran Church, India 
 

August -  UMBC Chinese Bible Study Group 
 

September - Baltimore Lutheran High School  
 

October - HNLC Outreach Ministry 
 

November - Southwest Emergency Services 
 

December - Lutheran World Relief 

January - St. Dysmas Prison Ministry 
 

February - Lutheran Bible Translators 
 

March - Augsburg Lutheran Home 
 

April - Emmanuel Radio Ministry 
 

May - St. John Lutheran Church & School 
 

June - Bethesda Home 



3 

The Puritanôs Prayer: 
 

Grant me never to lose sight of 
     the exceeding sinfulness of sin, 
     the exceeding righteousness of salvation, 
     the exceeding glory of Christ, 
     the exceeding beauty of holiness, 
     the exceeding wonder of grace. 

The Ts of Stewardship - TEAM 
 

Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God, to manage all 

of life and lifeõs resources for Godõs purposes. 

 
TEAM . . . What is a team?  I would like to compare a baseball team to a 
church team.  A team is a group of people working (playing ) together to 
meet a common goal.  The Pittsburgh Pirates were a very successful 
baseball team in the 60s and 70s, and their motto was ñWE ARE FAM-
ILY.ò  They were a very diverse team of many races, gifts and abilities.  
What made them special is they really cared for each other and worked 
together to meet their goal: to be winners. 
 
We at Holy Nativity are a church TEAM.  In fact we will be voting and installing anew team of church 
leaders at our June 14th voterôs meeting.  This team is made up of people of all different gifts, skills 
and abilities.  If you look closely at the names, you will see a large number of people that are quite 
new to leadership and team positions.  I feel very excited that God has provided us with such willing 
and talented people to work for His TEAM (Holy Nativity) in the coming year. 
 
Even if your name does not appear on one of the ministry teams, you are still part of our church 
TEAM.  You can support them from the stands with gifts of prayer,  participation in the programs  
offered, finances, and probably most important your enthusiasm and encouragement.   
 

It takes all kinds of gifts for a TEAM to be successful.  God 
has given the people of Holy Nativity  talented and willing 
people to lead us to be winners of the race.  Join in the fun.  
Be a part of the excitement as we grow into a closer relation-
ship with one another and to our LORD Jesus Christ. 
 
Let us all make a concentrated effort to be TEAM players 
and put aside any past indifference or problems we might 
have had.  It is much more fun to smile and support each 
other than to fight over things that might not have gone the 
way you wanted. 
 
I believe very strongly that we have a strong leadership 
TEAM.  We can all be excited about the challenges that we 
have in service God, and the opportunities He has given us 
to serve you (Holy Nativity) and the community.  Let us all 
work hard together as a TEAM and God will surely bless our 
church.  

 

 

On Miracle Sunday we 
received a total of 
$1,756 in response to 
SED Ablaze for Godôs 
mission to help meet 
the funding goal by May 
1, 2009. 
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It is true that back in the sixties it was   
proclaimed, ñThe Media is the Messageò. 
With the dawn of a new age in communi-
cations, we quickly progressed from a  
simple means of television to todayôs   
digital age that carry communication by 
way of computers, the internet, social   
networking, wifi communications, digital 
billboards, smartphone to virtual worlds. Without any question the media has changed, but the real 
question is:  Are we listening to the message or are we overly enchanted or discouraged by the 
means in which the message is carried to us on an individual level. 
 

Too often, we automatically deem the vehicle of media as being negative or evil, based on how it is 
used and forget to listen to the message that is being distributed. For example, when radio was first 
introduced to mainstream society most people in the United States viewed it as a means of entertain-
ment and quickly dismissed it as an unnecessary luxury and a distraction. However, the Lutheran 
Church was one of the first of many to use the radio to broadcast and glorify the word of God back in 
the early 40ôs. This is just one of many means that the church has used modern media to reach out 
and touch the outside world. 
 

Take a moment and imagine the benefits of technology and media in todayôs church and how it     
glorifies God today. 
 

¶ People would not be able to find the church without the means of newspapers, the web, the  
      yellow pages, or even GPS unless they heard about the church in passing. 

¶ Pastors would not be able to listen to other sermons from other churches without podcasting or 

      recorded media. 

¶ The only way of communication with congregation members outside of Sundays would be by way 
      of mail without the means of the internet, email or telephone systems. 
¶ Words for songs and order of services would not be available to the congregation without the  
      means of computers, digital printers, overhead projectors or AV systems. 
 

Strangely enough without the means and access to todayôs media and technology we would actually 
be pressing pause on todayôs church and our ability to fulfilling the Great Commission as instructed 
by Jesus to his disciples.  So next time a new means of media is introduced in your church or main-
stream society, donôt forget to take a moment and listen to the message instead of questioning the 
means of the messenger.  So remember: Our Message is Jesus! 

The Media Isnôt Our Message - 

A Word from God 'é He said to them, 'Let us cross over to the other side'é And a great windstorm arose, 
and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And 
they awoke Him and said to Him, 'Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?' Then He arose and re-
buked the wind, and said to the sea, 'Peace, be still!' And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. But He 
said to them, 'Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?' And theyé said to one another, 'Who 
can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!" Mark 4:35-41   
 

When we go through storms in life, here are two lessons to remember: 
 

1ï Trust what God has promised.  When Jesus said, ñLetôs go to the other side,ò there wouldnôt have 
     been a wave big enough to take them under no matter how threatening. 
 

2ï Remember who is in the boat (storm) with you.  When He permits you to go through a storm, itôs  
     to show you that you canôt have a problem that He canôt solve; that you may be powerless in a 
     situation, but HE is not.  And through the storm you will come to know Him in a way you have 
     never known Him before.  So, ñwhy are you so fearful?ò 

http://www.thevine.co.nz/bible/book/mark/4/35/-/41
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Unity Service and Annual Voters Meeting  
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 14TH 

 

Bible Class/Sunday School 9am 
Unity Service 10am (no Sunday Morning Live) 

 

Voters Meeting following Service 
Join us for our Annual Voters Meeting.  

Potluck lunch will be served.  Bring a dish to share will be appreciated.  
 All members should attend as we will be voting on next yearôs budget  
    and discussing the status of the Churchôs Pastoral Call Process. 

In order to better serve Christ through 
a hands on experience to our brothers 
and sisters in the Arbutus community, 
Missions and Outreach Ministry is in 
the process of creating a food pantry at 
Holy Nativity. This initiative not only 
compliments the food distribution at 
S.W.E.S, but also provides us the  
opportunity to meet with the needy in 
our area and perhaps minister to their 
spiritual needs as well.   

 

This is certainly the model Jesus set for us when He fed the 5,000. He not only took care of their 
physical needs, but spiritually showed them that He is the Bread of Life.   

 

 Our pantry will be located in Room 11, which is located at the top of the handicap ramp as you face 
the main entrance of the Church. Each Sunday, a cart will be placed at the bottom of the handicap 
ramp to collect food items for the pantry. A complete list of suggested food items we need has been 
included as a handout in your Sunday bulletin. It also provides a summary of various items that we 
ask you not to include: glass containers; items that require refrigeration; fresh produce or baked 
goods; and canned food items that are grossly out-of-date. If you have any additional questions, 
please contact Bob Bothe. 

 
 

Shirley Heath will be away from June 7-20th. Please refer all 
Prayer Chain request to Eleanor Hoban during this time.  

Let\'s go see the O\'s take on the Nats.    
 

First 10,000 people 15 and over will also receive a Nick Markakis     
jersey.  Seats are located in the Left Field Club Level.   
 

Tickets are $35 and include your ticket, and all you can eat and drink 
through the 7th inning.  Hotdogs, nachos, peanuts, popcorn, ice 
cream, soft drinks, and water. 
 

See Karen Zorn for ordering of tickets. 











http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/47B6C9B5000599CA0000194E221556888408010D0D0A9D?cmd=Compose&adr=kscarman%40verizon%2Enet%20%28KenShirley%20Carman%29&sid=c0&urld=http%3A%2F%2Fmailcenter3%2Ecomcast%2Enet%2Fwmc%2Fv%2Fwm%2F47B6C9A7000E1C07000018ED221556888
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/47B6CA270004F3E900001C32221556888408010D0D0A9D?cmd=Compose&adr=lloyd%2Egeigley%40comcast%2Enet%20%28Lloyd%20%20Geigley%29&sid=c0&urld=http%3A%2F%2Fmailcenter3%2Ecomcast%2Enet%2Fwmc%2Fv%2Fwm%2F47B6CA1D000F13AD00001BED221
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/47B6CA270004F3E900001C32221556888408010D0D0A9D?cmd=Compose&adr=rlacourse%40juno%2Ecom%20%28Sue%20LaCourse%29&sid=c0&urld=http%3A%2F%2Fmailcenter3%2Ecomcast%2Enet%2Fwmc%2Fv%2Fwm%2F47B6CA1D000F13AD00001BED221556888408010D
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/47B6CA270004F3E900001C32221556888408010D0D0A9D?cmd=Compose&adr=leboaj%40msn%2Ecom%20%28Alycia%20Lebo%29&sid=c0&urld=http%3A%2F%2Fmailcenter3%2Ecomcast%2Enet%2Fwmc%2Fv%2Fwm%2F47B6CA1D000F13AD00001BED221556888408010D0D0A9
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/47B6CA270004F3E900001C32221556888408010D0D0A9D?cmd=Compose&adr=knmauer%40verizon%2Enet%20%28Ken%20Mauer%29&sid=c0&urld=http%3A%2F%2Fmailcenter3%2Ecomcast%2Enet%2Fwmc%2Fv%2Fwm%2F47B6CA1D000F13AD00001BED221556888408010D0D
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/47B6CA270004F3E900001C32221556888408010D0D0A9D?cmd=Compose&adr=mccormick%2Ewayne%40gmail%2Ecom%20%28Wayne%20McCormick%29&sid=c0&urld=http%3A%2F%2Fmailcenter3%2Ecomcast%2Enet%2Fwmc%2Fv%2Fwm%2F47B6CA1D000F13AD00001BED2215
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/47B6CA270004F3E900001C32221556888408010D0D0A9D?cmd=Compose&adr=shawn%40liquifiedcreative%2Ecom%20%28Shawn%20Noratel%29&sid=c0&urld=http%3A%2F%2Fmailcenter3%2Ecomcast%2Enet%2Fwmc%2Fv%2Fwm%2F47B6CA1D000F13AD00001BED221556
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/47B6CA270004F3E900001C32221556888408010D0D0A9D?cmd=Compose&adr=charlie0%40prodigy%2Enet%20%28PatCharlie%20Often%29&sid=c0&urld=http%3A%2F%2Fmailcenter3%2Ecomcast%2Enet%2Fwmc%2Fv%2Fwm%2F47B6CA1D000F13AD00001BED2215568884
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/47B6CA270004F3E900001C32221556888408010D0D0A9D?cmd=Compose&adr=jamesparks%40comcast%2Enet%20%28Jim%20Parks%29&sid=c0&urld=http%3A%2F%2Fmailcenter3%2Ecomcast%2Enet%2Fwmc%2Fv%2Fwm%2F47B6CA1D000F13AD00001BED221556888408010
http://mailcenter3.comcast.net/wmc/v/wm/47B6CA270004F3E900001C32221556888408010D0D0A9D?cmd=Compose&adr=mmewingate%40comcast%2Enet%20%28Lorna%20Wingate%29&sid=c0&urld=http%3A%2F%2Fmailcenter3%2Ecomcast%2Enet%2Fwmc%2Fv%2Fwm%2F47B6CA1D000F13AD00001BED22155688840

