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My brothers and sisters in Christ,
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REPEMANEE & Charles Spurgeon hits the nail on the head, as usual.
Read this carefully:
FORGIVENESSEETS st
QN A\ pentance has a distinct and constant
of s. “s reference to the Lord Jesus Christ. If you repent

of sin without looking to Christ, away with your

' repentance. If you are so lamenting your sin as
e to forget the Savior, you have a need to begin

all this work over again. Whenever we repent of
| \
ME

sin, we must have one eye upon sin and an-
other upon the cross; or, better still, let us have
both eyes upon Christ, seeing our sin punished
in him, and by no means let us look at sin
except as we look at Jesus. A man may hate
sin just as a murder hates the gallows but this
does not prove repentance. If | hate sin
because of the punishment, | have not repented
of sin; | merely regret that God is just.

But if | can see sin as an offense agalnst Jesus Christ, and loathe myself because | have wounded
Him, then | have a true brokenness of heart. If | see the Savior and believe that those thorns upon
His head were put there by my sinful words; if | believe that those wounds in His heart were made
by my heart-sins; if | believe that those wounds in His feet were made by my wandering steps, and
that the wounds in His hands were made by my sinful deeds, then | repent after a right fashion.
Only under the cross can you repent. Repentance elsewhere is remorse, which clings to the sin
and only dreads the punishment. Let us then seek, under God, to have a hatred of sin caused by a
sight of Christ's love.

to all nations. ..

Charles Spurgeon

To truly stop sinful habits, ongoing intimacy with God is required. Or, stated another way, enjoying
true intimacy with Jesus Christ breaks the attraction that sin offers. This is the reason why all
psychologically-based programs to "change behavior" will not produce genuine and lasting
freedom. Enjoying Jesus Christ Himself must replace our sinful habits.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.
2 Corinthians 5:17

God does not shave caterpillars; he makes butterflies!
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Worship opportunities

Mission of the month

MARCH 1

1% Lesson: Hosea 2:14-16
2" Lesson: 2 Corinthians3:1b-6
Gospel Lesson: Mark 2:18-22

MARCH 8

1% Lesson: 2 Kings2: 1-12a
2" Lesson: 2 corinthians3:12&4:2
Gospel Lesson: Mark 9:2-9

MARCH 15

1% Lesson: Genesis22:1-18
2" | esson: Romans 8:31-39
Gospel Lesson: Mark 1:12-15

MARCH 22

1% Lesson: Genesis 28:10-17
2" esson: Romans 5:1-11
Gospel Lesson: Mark 8:31-38

MARCH 29

1% Lesson: Exodus 20:1-17
2" Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1: 22-25
Gospel Lesson: John 2:13-22

Lenten Services every
Wednesday evening at 7:30

Augsburg Lutheran Home & Village

Augsburg Lutheran Home is
a non-profit continuing care
retirement community pro-
viding Independent Living,
Assisted Living, and Long
Term Care to seniors. Situated on a 52-acre
campus in the Lochearn area of Baltimore
County, Augsburg has been serving the needs
of the elderly for over 100 years. Augsburg is
accredited by the Continuing Care Accredita-
tion Commission, sponsored by the American
Association of Homes and Services for the Ag-
ing. Accreditation by the CCAC indicates that
Augsburg has been carefully evaluated and
meets standards of excellence agreed upon by
continuing care professionals.

Augsburg Lutheran Home is affiliated with the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. It is
guided by a Board of Directors who are elected
by the delegates sent to the Annual Meeting by
member congregations. Membership is open to
all Lutheran congregations interested in foster-
ing the mission of caring for the elderly in a
Christian environment. Augsburg depends
upon the support of Lutheran congregations
and individuals to continue its mission.

Kartoon Knuggets

A Word from God

fea
.

www.christioncartoons.com/kartoons

Wow! God is like... way biggerer than I thought!!
When | view and consider Your heavens the work of Your fingers.. Psalm 8.3
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Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it
not been told you from the beginning? Have you
not understood since the earth was founded? He
sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and
its people are like grasshoppers. He stretches
out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them
out like a tent to live in. He brings princes to
naught and reduces the rulers of this world to
nothing. No sooner are they planted, no sooner
are they sown, no sooner do they take root in the
ground, than he blows on them and they wither,
and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff.
"To whom will you compare me? Or who is my
equal?" says the Holy One. Lift your eyes and
look to the heavens: Who created all these? He
who brings out the starry host one by one, and
calls them each by name. Because of his great
power and mighty strength, not one of them is
missing. Isaiah 40:21-26




)j On January 17, HNLC was host to th
A 7 Mi ssion Togethero retreat. More o
] \V L/ ,‘/' - this event brought meaning to the concepts of mission,
g\ o commitment and how each of us fits into the vision of The
- - ' Great Commission as lived out in the Body of Christ here at
-5 o S Holy Nativity Church. The retreat was coordinated by Nick
Mason with some help from the Elders and featured Pastor
4 v Okai as the main speaker. There were 65 people in
V I S I O Nattendance. The main presentations provided by Pastor Okai
were titled AThe Faithful Stewardbo
Church in Missiono. Each was folll

discussions. If you were unable to attend or just wish to review these excellent presentations, they
are available on the church web site at http://www.holy-nativity.com/retreat/envisioning.html.

Al ong with the pastords two presentations, each Mi
their activities. After lunch, we were treated to
ASuper Sheepo. This presentation was an hour of C

humor and well grounded in the Word of God.

You can learn more about Ken Davis at http://www.kendavis.com/audio/cd007.shtml. All who
were able to be at this event agreed that it was a wonderful way to spend a day learning,
worshiping and fellowshipping with brethren. For all who missed it, you are encouraged both to
review the materials available on the web site and to attend upcoming retreats.

OQur responsibility is to equip God?od:s
The Youth Ministry Team is working to build a ministry that will

227 allow us to nurture our youth, characterized by the likeness of

Jesus. To grow a faith that is not childish, and a saint equipped to

do the work of ministry. Ministry involves youth from Grades 6-12.

T We are called to make disciples!
- & Nativity
"4 Youth Ministry
\
\ Team

We can achieve this by developing mentor relationships with our
youth; spending time together in fellowship, participating in fun and
exciting activities, praying together, serving together and having
deep and relevant bible study.

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists,
and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service,

so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and

in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.  Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and
forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the
cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.

( Ephesians 4:11-14)

The youth of Holy Nativity are the future of Holy Nativity. We will build up the body of Christ through
investing our time, talent and selves in this essential ministry.

The Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Youth Ministry Team Needs Volunteers to be the Hands and
Feet of Jesus. We need willing hearts to help build a ministry of volunteers that will allow us to
nurture our youth. Please consider joining the team with whatever contribution you can. See Mary
Ann Parks with your questions, suggestions and service offerings. An informational meeting will be
announced soon, so please watch for it in your bulletin.
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March Newsletter Report from the Profile Committee

The Profile committee is in the process of compiling the inputs
received from the congregational survey forms. We hope to
complete this process by the end of February.

We will report to the congregation the results of our survey as to
who we are as a congregation on Sunday, March 8, 2009. The
Rev. Lloyd Gaines, the Mission and Ministry Facilitator for the
district will speak to us as to where we are in the Call Process
and what the next phase will be.

The presentation to the congregation will be right after the late service ends, at noon time. We plan
to use the new AV system for this presentation. Please plan on joining us as we proceed towards
the calling of the Pastor that the Lord is leading us to.

Ken Mauer
Rick LaCourse
Shawn Noratel
Joel Bohning
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Doing right fAjust because itgis righto
Doing right to enlarge our delight in God is.
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Stewardship ATO0 for March i

One of the gifts identified is ATeach. o
calls and gifts to be pastors, Sunday School teachers, Bible Class teacher,

etc. But one of the dictionarybs defini
- precept, example, or experience. We all do this in our daily lives. Our

children, grandchildren, co-workers, friends and acquaintances are taught

who we are and what we believe by our actions. What we do and how we

treat others teaches others more often than what we say with words. Not

In everything, set them

an example by doing that words are not important too.
what is good.
Titus 2:7
Lord, we ask that as we Ateacho others by our | i ve

though us. Amen.

Thanks to everyone who filled out the figift anal y:
and were able to attend the workshop given by Pastor Scherer. If

you missed the opportunity and would like to learn more about the

gifts the Lord is giving you to support His ministry at Holy Nativity,

please see Ken Mauer for a form.



